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We are all home safe and with our families.

Thank you for a great week...

we look forward to seeing you in March.
Keith
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Think You Know:%--Yotsukaido?

Part 1

PEEZ AL L5 I~ TEGERI> TS 2,

When you speak of Yotsukaido, the average person might think of
Yotsukaido Station, Ito Yokado, recently the Mega-Donki, and Yotsu-
kaido Park. But, like any place in Japan, under the apartment com-
plexes, residential neighborhoods, convenience stores and shopping
centers, is a place where people have lived for hundreds or thousands
of years. My hope with this section of YOCCA NEWS is to explore
the hidden layers of our town, and the places where you can still see a
hint of “what was” under “what is.”

I had heard before that the name Yotsukaido came from one specific
intersection where two old roads crossed. As our maiden voyage we
(our historian Mr. Suzuki, our camera Ma’ am Ms. Shiraishi,
YOCCA' s energy source Mr. Tokuhashi and myself) decided to jour-
ney to the legendary heart of Yotsukaido — Yotsukaido Cross.

Lying on the north and east side of Yotsukaido Station, Yotsukaido is
where highways 64 and 66, meet. There’ s a gas station, a few small
businesses, and a big old tree enclosed by a fence. Near the tree is an
informative sign, and a weathered stone road marker. The gas station
reminds me of gas stations of my childhood, before expressways or
pay-by-credit-card, when families would stop, get out of the car,
stretch their legs, fill up the gas tank, buy a coke, and rest .
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Mr. Suzuki shows us that the stone road
marker has four sides:

“North: Narita Mountain Road”

4 “South: Chiba Town Road”

“East: Togane, Umawatashi”

& “West: Tokyo, Funabashi.”

The road marker has a date-stamp, 1881.
Chiba was a town, not a city. According to
literature, this was “Yotsukado” ( P4 ff :Four
#8 Corners) before Yotsukaido ( PUf# :Four-
8 Town Road) was ever a town.

The tree, an enoki ( # , Japanese hackberry) is certainly tall, but also
very fat. Looking at the sign: “age of the tree unclear.” The sign also
confirms what Mr. Suzuki told me, that trees were planted as markers

every “ri”( ® , four kilo-
meters) so travellers
could follow the road,
stop and rest. The next
“marker” tree still
remains up near Kuri- b
yama. Ms. Shiraishi
takes pictures of the &
intersection, and I pose %

with my hand-drawn

road sign, trying to avoid getting in the way of the stream of traffic.

M. Suzuki seems to have disappeared. But in fact he’s struck gold.
He reappears and tells me “I just talked to the gas station owner, Tsu-
tomu Fukushima — his family has been running a business here for
the last six generations.” My eyes grow wide, taking a moment to
process that. Six generations — nearly two hundred years?! The
weathered stone road marker sounds new by comparison. Two hun-
dred years ago, what kind of a business would you expect at a cross-
roads of two major roads, near a tree for shade, where travellers on
foot or horseback might stop and rest? A tea shop, of course! In the
same spot as the Eneos gas station, that I’ ve driven by or walked by
hundreds of times, stood a little tea shop.

While Mr. Suzuki and Mr. Fukushima converse I strain to follow the
conversation. Some points which struck me:

-- M. Fukushima’ s great-grandfather, Wakichi Fukushima actually
gave Yotsukaido its name.

-- The gas station opened in 1961, eight years before I was born.
--'The enoki tree is at least 370 years old.

-- On both sides of the road there used to be tea orchards, providing
the tea to serve to customers.

-- When Mr. Fukushima was young the enoki tree was nearly twice
as high, but its whole north side was torn off by a typhoon.

-- Some accounts state that the enoki tree was moved from its origi-
nal location, but Mr. Fukushima insists it has always been in the
same place. (We are currently searching for satellite images from Edo
Japan to help resolve this issue.)

Mz. Fukushima asks me a bit about myself (on hearing I’ m from
Seattle he says “Oh I have family living in Seattle!”) We then thank
him many times, and head back to the YOCCA office.

From nowon T’ 1 never look at the little gas station as just a gas
station. Instead I’ 1l see a dirt road with horses and carts, travellers
sipping tea under a shade tree, and a family doing business at this
crossroads before my hometown of Seattle ever existed.
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The 2012 fiscal year Nursery school entrance guidance
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English
2012 Information for Entering Nursury (1st application period)
Distribution is started from November 1. Registration (reservation
system) is started from December 5.
Nursery schools and day-care centers (hereafter Nursery schools) are now taking
applications for students who wish to enroll starting April 2012. Interviews will be
conducted at application time so please bring your child when applying. Applications
cannot be accepted by mail.
[Eligibility]
Parents who face difficulties in caring for a child. Applicable reasons include:
Work (4 hours or more a week, and 16 days or more a month), Enrolled in school
(same time restrictions as for working parents), Pregnancy (8 weeks before and after
the expected delivery date), Admission to a hospital, or recieving home care, Caring
for a disabled child or adult.
% Situations where an adult besides the guardian can care for the child are excluded.
% Application forms can be picked up at the Child Care Department starting Nov 1(Tue) (except
Sat., Sun., and national holidays) or downloaded from the Yotsukaido website.
% Additional documents and paperwork may be required.
[Submitting Applications and Interviews]
When: From Dec 5 (Mon) to Dec 16 (Fri) 9-11:40 a.m., 1-5 p.m.
Where: Child Care Department. (Please call in advance to schedule a time).
% We cannot accept applications by mail, or incomplete applications.

Only the child’s legal guardian may submit an application.
% Please note: Takenoko Nursury Center has a different application period.
% For applicants planning to move and desire Nursery Schools facilities outside of Yotsukaido:

the application period is different, so please contact the Child Care Department.
©For those who cannot apply or attend interviews by the December deadline, please
apply during the Second Application Period.
When: Feb 1 (Wed)-15(Wed) (except Sat., Sun., national holidays.)

9-11:40 a.m., 1-5 p.m.(3Reservation is unnecessary. )

For further information: Child Care Department (043 421-2126)
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Yotsukaido-City Nursery Center List
Name Address Tel
Chuo Nursery Center 895-33, Shikawatashi 423-0061
Chiyoda Nursery Center 5-30, Chiyoda 423-4872
Satsuki Nursery Center 1094, Shikawatashi 432-3777
Yotsukaido Nursery Center 3-10-9, Yotsukaido 422-2720
Dainichi Nursery Center 895, Dainichi 421-0415
Angel Station Nursery Center 1-13-1, Yotsukaido 424-3327
YuYu Nursery Center 685, Warabi 308-3295
Chuo Nursery Detached Center 2-13, Misora 433-4105
Department of Childhood Care and Education | 2531-9, ShimoshizuShinden 423-2201
Takenoko Nursery Center (in Yotsukaido Satsuki Kindergarten)
% Chuo Nursery Detached Center at Misora primary school West school building 1F
% A person who wishes to be Takenoko Nursery Center, should be directly applied for this
nursery. During reception from 7 to 18 November. .
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