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The Livermore | Yotsukaido Sister City Organization
Welcomes our friends from Yotsukaido, Japan
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Think You Know-%--Yotsukaido?
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Castles of Yotsukaido -Part2-
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Sadly Fujimoto Castle looks like it may suffer the same
fate that eventually meets every castle — slowly worn down
by natural forces. The rock walls are still solid but the
woodwork, repainted several times, is in need of repair.
The miniature lord living inside probably has to live with a
leaky roof in a couple places. Mrs. Fujimoto holds no illu-
sions about the eventual fate of her hushand’ s creation.
“After I pass away, the next person who lives here can tear
it down if they like. Friends suggested moving it to Yotsu-
kaido Park, but it’ d get ruined there too. Kids would
throw rocks at it and cover it with graffiti.” Human nature

does its damage too.

t In the middle of our conver-

§ sation Mrs. Fujimoto asked
* us “what precisely brought
you here?”
“We were on our way to see
the castle remains at Kyodo
No Mori.” (#+D7)
‘Oh! I was born very close to
there. It was my family's neighborhood.”
What luck! I listened to her impressions of the area.
“When I was a little girl my mom used to say 'I'm going up
to Castle Hill to cut grass.' It never occurred to me that
there was actually once a castle up there! Only later did I
learn that the squiggly annoying road going up the hill —
we called it the 'crank,' was the same road that lead up to
the original castle.”
Iimmediately thought of what I'd learned visiting Osaka
Castle — there are no straight roads approaching the castle
— every road winds and turns, making the castle that much
harder to attack. And then it hit me again, a sensation I
often feel in Japan, that nothing is “new,” it just changes
Kyodo No Mori
at the time of 2004
Mrs. Fujimoto spoke of Kyodo No Mori £ oy :
— although held as private land, the
owners let it be used as a park, where §
people could walk around on the hill, §
They even erected a lookout-tower on

its appearance,

the north-east tip of the hill.
Unfortunately visitors helped them-
selves to wild flowers and bamboo, left
garbage, and laid claims on the owners
if tree branches damaged their cars.
Eventually the owners gave up and
closed the whole area, even going so far
as to tear down the lookout tower.

an en 'El]lCE

After we said goodbye to Mrs. Fujimoto and thanked her
again and again for her time, we spent the last hour of
daylight taking a walk around Kyodo No Mori. I was sorely
tempted to run up the short steep hill where the lookout
tower used to be, but having just heard Mrs. Fujimoto talk
about the whole area being closed due to disrespectful
visitors, I restrained myself. Instead we walked around the
base of the hill, and up a narrow forest path toward the top.
What remains of the castle (actually three castles together) is
what you don’t notice -- the hills and valleys you climb up and
down were originally the earth embankments and trenches.
the wood and stones of the castle have disappeared long ago.

Emerging from the woods to the street we passed a sign that
used to say “Kyodo No Mori parking entrance” but had been
purposefully blacked out with tape. Then we emerged to the
street, the “crank” which Mrs. Fujimoto spoke of. It was no
longer just another windy narrow residential street, but the
current face of something that had been existing, even living,
for over half a millenium. We walked along the ancient
street, back to the car, and left just before dark.

As an aside, right now (late March, early April) is a great
time to visit another castle remains ‘in Yotsukaido.
Fukusho-ji (##2<F) in Yoshioka, home to a 380-year-old
weeping cherry tree, was built where another castle once
stood. All that remains of this castle, like the others, is earth
embankments.
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