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Think You Know: %-<Yotsukaido?
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One thing that strikes anyone new to Yotsukaido is
the row of old pine trees along a road heading straight
north from the station. This is the “Matsunamiki
Dori”( #83#ARiBL] ) or “Pine Row Way” to give it a quick
English name.

Matsunamiki Dori has always struck me as unusual
for two reasons. For one thing, it’s perfectly straight,
in contrast to the curvy maze of streets that make up
other parts of Yotsukaido.

Another mystery about the street: despite its age and
grandeur, Matsunamiki Dori leads ... nowhere exactly.
It doesn’t make the front approach to any famous shrine
or temple, it doesn’t connect Yotsukaido to any other
town, and it was never a main shop street ( # [ # ).
Instead it heads north from Yotsukaido Station in a
perfectly straight line, and then at some point suddenly
changes direction, gradually becomes narrower and
curvier until it eventually dissolves into one-way
streets and residential areas. And if the street has no
real purpose, why was it decorated with so many pine
trees, and when?

To solve this mystery, YOCCA’s intrepid research team
and I converged at the YOCCA office, borrowed some
books from the & {k® 7 IL — 2 (Cultural Properties
office) next door to YOCCA , and began to look for old
maps that might give us some clue about the street’s
history.

Stumbling on a diagram of Yotsukaido when it was a
military town, was a long narrow strip of land that
looked like it lined up with the Matsunamiki Dori.

And it was one of the oldest areas of Yotsukaido, dating
from 1875. But what was this? We stared at the maps
and brain-stormed for ideas of what it could be. (“Aha!
A landing strip for airplanes!”. “Yes! That must be'it!”
“Oh wait, there weren’t any airplanes in 1875.”)

The folks at the Cultural Properties office dug up
another map for us from the late Edo period, with
exactly the same-shaped area in what had to be the
same place,

It was an artillery range.

With more studying, a history began to take shape.
1836 (Edo): The Sakura Clan( {&2%# )builds an artillery

practice range in Shimoshizuhara (now Sakura) to
learn European style artillery techniques. They also
make a large earth hill three kilometers to the south
of the guns, in order to serve as a target. This hill,
called JLR>W (Mt. Ruben, after a French artillery
advisor) is still there just north of Ito Yokado.

1876 (Meiji): The Meiji government expands on the
artillery practice range, and establishes a school of
field artillery ( BEEERTRFCSFHE ).

1894 : Yotsukaido Station is built, and Yotsukaido
becomes a thriving military town. Deciding that it
might be unwise to fire artillery shells in the direction
of a train station, they move the guns into Yotsukaido
and fire towards the north instead. Also the artillery
school is moved to the area that is now Ito Yokado and
Shimoshizu Hospital.

So now I had no doubt in my mind -- Matsunamiki
Dori lined up perfectly with the west edge of what was
an artillery range from 180 years ago. But why the
trees? Yotsukaido’s Cultural Properties office wasn’t
sure, but they did introduce us to a Mr. Kato who
has lived in Yotsukaido since 1945. He arrived as a
member of a pioneer corps to turn the desolate scrub
plains of Yotsukaido, which had been only used for
military exercises for decades, into new farm lands.
Maybe he would know something about how long the
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pine trees have been there or why they were planted.

ILAR > (A ) SRR
We went to speak with AT

him one afternoon at
the Roppogaoka Fureai
Center, and spent two
hours of his time in a
room filled with relics
of Yotsukaido’s history,
giving us a personal tour, now and then casually
picking up items on display and contemplating them
as he spoke. “This was our mess kit — rice bowl, soup
cup, entrée plate. It was never enough. We were always
hungry.” I wish I could include more of the rich history
he gave us. If you ever get a chance, I recommend
spending an afternoon exploring the Fureai Center.

SN (&) CFES (BRTEIND \E2-)

Mr. Kato also offered us some valuable information on

Matsunamiki Dori:

* The trees are well over 100 years old — Mr. Kato
suspects closer to 200 years. “When pine trees reach
about 100 years of age their limbs begin to droop —
They were like that when I first came to Yotsukaido.”
Since Yotsukaido Station is celebrating its 120th
anniversary this year, this would mean that the pine
trees were planted decades before Yotsukaido Station
and the artillery school were built.

* One reason the trees were never cut down and used
for lumber: the trunks are filled with shrapnel and
bullets from military exercises, making them too
dangerous to saw into wood.

* The pine trees originally extended from near the
station all the way to what 1s now Dainichi Cross. But
storms, disease, and insects have gradually thinned
the numbers down to the numbers that remain now.

% The left side of the pine trees (facing north) was
a street for the townspeople to use. This is the
narrower walkway/roadway part of the street that’s
still there. The right side was paved in stone and was
used for military traffic only.

After saying goodbye to Mr. Kato and heading toward
Yotsukaido Station, we went looking for the original
artillery launch point, which was rumored to be
marked by a small memorial. After some hunting
around we found it, but it was too dark to take a
picture. Heading back towards Yotsukaido Station, it
became perfectly clear why this road was so straight —
after firing artillery rounds, soldiers would get on their
horses and go down to their target — Mt. Ruben, to see
the results. We were driving down the same straight
path that soldiers had taken since the 1830’s. The road
started just barely on the Yotsukaido side of the border
with Sakura and it ended where it ends now — the
artillery target (Mt. Ruben, near Ito Yokado.) Only
later was it extended to Yotsukaido Station. In fact
if you look closely at an accurate map of Yotsukaido,
you'll see that the street actually bends a tiny bit right
at Mt. Ruben, on the north edge of Ito Yokado, and the
street connecting it to the station is at a slight angle.

Now two questions are clearly answered. Why is the
Matsunamiki Dori so straight? Because artillery shells
fly in a straight line. And where does it lead? To where
the guns were.

What I still don’t know, however, is when and why the
pine trees were planted. If, according to Mr. Kato, the
trees were ancient even in 1945, then that would make
them much older than the artillery school, which was
moved to Yotsukaido in 1897. Also according to Kato,
and old maps as well, the trees extended well past the
field artillery school and the target as well. They made
a nice ornamental boundary to the artillery school, and
divided the road between military and civilian sides,
but there would have been no reason to extend it so far
to the north. Two hundred years would place the trees
roughly at the beginning of the Sakura Clan’s artillery
range. Maybe they served the purpose of helping the
gunners aim the
shells, and warning
people not to stray
into the firing
range? Further
investigation 1s
necessary.
(Devon McNare)
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